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INTRODUCTION:

School of Agricultural Sciences and Rural Development (SASRD), NU,

Medziphema Campus,undertheinitiative ofDean,SASRD,NU,Prof.AkaliSema,

conductedanonlineprogrammetocelebrate“AgricultureEducationDay”,underthe

theme“AgricultureProfession-NeveroutofFashion”,whereEminentPersonalitiesfrom

Agriculturalbackgroundwereinvitedtoinspireandmotivatetheparticipants,which

mostlyconsistedofstudentsandyoungpeople-ThefutureoftheNation.

TheprogrammewaschairedbyDean,SASRD,Prof.AkaliSema,whoalsogave

anopeningremark,inwhichshebriefedaboutthesignificanceofthisdayandalso

madeawaretheimportanceandthevariousprospectsofAgricultureEducationinthe

countryandacrosstheglobe.ThiswasfollowedbyawelcomeaddressbyProf.

AleminlaAo,ProViceChancellor,NU:SASRD.

HIGHLIGHTSOFTHESESSION

Thereafter,thesession started with anexhortation byDr.TejPratap,Vice-

Chancellor,G.B.PantUniversityofAgricultureandTechnology,Pantnagar,Uttarakhand.

Inhisspeech,heemphasizedonthemissionofAgricultureEducationwaybackinthe

year1952whenitfirststartedtomeettheFoodSecurityoftheCountry.Butoverthe

years,the prospectitoffers has been broadened.Today,the basic mission of

AgricultureEducationisnotjusttomeettheFoodSecuritybuttomakeanindividual

capableofcreatingjobsandalleviatepoverty,skilldevelopmentandcreateamindsetof

Entrepreneurshipamongtheyoungpeople.ThenextSpeaker,Dr.BidyutChandanDeka,

ViceChancellor,Assam AgriculturalUniversity,Jorhat,emphasizedonwhyAgriculture

hastostayinNorthEastRegionmorethanahundredyears,astheeconomyofthe

Region is solely dependenton agriculture.Itwas also mentioned thatglobally,

contributionofAgricultureinGDPisroughly14%,whileinNERits16-20%and>20%in

Nagaland.HealsoemphasizedontheDream ofourPrimeMinister,whichistomake

theeconomyofthecountry5trillionbythenext3-4years,andthiswillbepossibleonly

whenagricultureandalliedsectorgrow byatleast1trillion,especiallythefisheryand

livestocksectorby8-10%.Hefurtherencouragedtheyoungpeople/youthtostresson



theinclusionofagricultureasacoresubjectintheentirenortheastregion,aseducation

isthebestapproachtowardsachievinganygoal.Finally,thelastspeaker,Dr.Manoj

Kumar,ExecutiveDirector,ICCOA,BengalurudiscussedonOrganicAgribusiness-a

Microsoftofthefuture.Hesaid,agriculturedefinitelyhasagreatfuturebecauseuntil

thetimehumancivilizationrequiresfoodagriculturestays.Hefurther,highlightedon

someoftheindustriesthathavegrownduringthispandemicsuchas,ITIndustry,

AgricultureandFoodIndustrywhichpacedupataveryhighrate.While,Organic

Agricultureincreased evenmorethangeneralagriculture.Healso emphasized on

Organicagricultureasoneofthebestoptiontoconsumehealthyfoodandalsosustain

theeconomyandenvironmenthealthwhichisamajorconcerntoday.

Theoverallprogrammewasveryenthrallingandimpactful,takingeveryoneback

totheerawhenagricultureeducationfirststartedanditsprogressovertheyearstillthe

presentday.Afterthetechnicalsession,ashortinteractionwasconductedwhereinall

thequeriesanddiscussionsweremade.Thiswasfollowedbydeclarationofresultfor

anessaycompetitionthatwasorganizedbySASRD,NU,forstudentsofclass9-12,in

commemorationofAgricultureEducationDay.Prof.K.K.Jha,HoD,Departmentof

AgriculturalExtension,SASRD,NUpronouncedthewinnersforthecompetition.Thefirst

placewasbaggedbyMs.AdithiDev,Cl-12,LivingstoneFoundationHigherSecondary

School,Dimapur,followedby,Ms.Margareth,Cl-9,MezhiirHigherSecondarySchool,

Kohima,whobaggedthesecondplaceandMs.AinaDev,Cl-10,DelhiPublicSchool,

Kolkota,thethirdplace. Afterwhich,timewasgiventoallthewinnersforashort

sharing.Finally,the vote ofthanks was proposed byMr.Chumbenthung Patton,

President,SU:SASRD,Medziphema campus.A totalnumberof345 participants

registeredand270couldparticipateinthisonline“AGRICULTUREEDUCATION DAY”

celebration.


